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Photograph taken from the Catalogue
Générale of the Egyptian Museum showing
the showing the poetical stela.
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The Poetical Stele
of Tuthmosis Il

he Egyptian Museum contains many

wonders, so many in fact that most
are passed un-noticed by the thousands of
visitors that enter each day. Some of the
most important objects in the Museum
are unobtrusive, silently waiting to be
rediscovered.

Take for example the Poetical Stele of
Tuthmosis 1II; originally from the Temple
of Amun at Karnak, it is now in Room
12 of the Museum’s ground floor among
other objects from the 18th Dynasty.
Although not as immediately impressive
as the nearby statues of Tuthmosis lII,
Amenhotep I, and Senenmut, it bears
an inscription that highlights the close
personal relationship between king and
god. The scene at the top of the stele, in
the lunette, emphasises this message for
those unable to read the content; beneath
the winged sun-disc there are two images
of the king accompanied by a goddess,
both offering to the god Amun.

The inscription below is presented as
a speech of Amun, who welcomes the
king into his sanctuary at Karnak, calling
Tuthmosis “his son, his avenger,” and
embracing him. Amun states that he will
give Tuthmosis victory over all lands and,
in fact, has already made his previous
victories possible. He tied up the Nubians
and northerners for the king to defeat, and
caused them to fall beneath his feet to be

1 I{_,. ..._‘:l |—|T
= S» [l
A r T - o S S B
L] T 8 ] 10
— 1 —— — B —
3 [
11']_" 12 z 1 ¢; “ s
Sy 0
L E"—:c-l—lq—"'f ’
=] |- |
16| (A o | A | =
] H - i
# 9 7 i § 4 9 =
n ; ; =00
28 1 18 2 0
i i f i
°] 1ié A e
wo = il = 5
Map of the = o =gl Z _ —
Museum showing 38 | k1 ‘r"' : E 2 40 da gl éa ™
the location of [ D=1 | = iatally
the stela. a”  a He 1 o a B
i =2 i
— g - - [ 2 e L —
: [l Docoeo 0P 'llﬂ sooo 0 fb
1 |51 48 a1 E “ &
_._._]_J Et:J;\I#lﬁ'unua
| | | = [N ||._J_§ |
H
4 R Floor

trampled. Due to his divine action, Amun
continues, all foreigners will come to the
king bringing tribute on their backs.
Amun then relates his happiness
at Tuthmosis’ military victories, before
making a series of poetical statements,
each following the same general structure.
With each line Amun gives Tuthmosis
dominance over a different part of the
world, and causes the people of each
area to witness him as a particular
phenomenon or creature, each vividly

The poetical stela as it is displayed today in the Museum. It is registered as JE 3425 and
CG 34010 (photo by M. El Dorry).
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described. Thus, the people of Djahy (in
modern Lebanon) see the king as radiant
light shining down upon them as the sun’s
rays; while those in the Eastern Land and
in God’s Land see the king as a shooting
star that scatters its flame as fire. Those at
the limits of the north were to see the king
as falcon-winged, as one who could seize
what he sees as he desires, while those
who lived in the borderlands, and the
Bedouin, would see the king as an Upper
Egyptian jackal — a possessor of speed.
Amun performs these wonders for
Tuthmosis because he, in return, does
all that the god desires; the text relates
how Tuthmosis had performed work
within the temple at Karnak, including
building large new pylons in honour of
his god. It thus highlights the nature of the
king’s relationship to Amun in the New
Kingdom: it is reciprocal. Both act for one
another for the greater glory and benefit of
Egypt. This stele is a powerful and poetic
insight into the nature of New Kingdom
thought, and illustrates a very personal
moment between the king and his god. ##
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