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Ancient Egyptian historical chronology is an elaborate and sophisticated fabric finely woven from many 
different fibres. However, the strands of information at our disposal do not always go together without 
difficulties, and sometimes, indeed, it seems the fabric of time has torn. It is therefore indispensable to trace 
every string of information, to assess every source critically, and to bring together cautiously and diligently 
the diverse data at our disposal. 

Written material is certainly one of the most important sources for ancient Egyptian historical 
chronology, yet the inscriptions and texts raise innumerable and immense challenges. Often enough, it is 
not only delicate details of philological or contextual interpretation, but fundamental uncertainties about a 
source’s original purpose and the nature of its content.  

Towards the end of five years of research on the rough difficulties of assessing and on the subtle 
intricacies of interpreting ancient Egyptian written sources, it is our joy and pleasure to announce on behalf 
of the ERC Starting Grant “Challenging Time(s): A New Approach to Written Sources for Ancient Egyptian 
Chronology” the conference: 

 
Tempus Fugit: Challenging Time(s) and Text(s) 
in Order to Refine Ancient Egyptian Historical Chronology 
 
On four days, we aim to address and discuss a broad variety of sources, major barriers and minor 
impediments, but also promising developments and new breakthroughs for Egypt’s historical chronology 
from the dawn of civilisation to the Late Period. It is our intention to bring together a broad variety of, on 
the one hand, epistemological and methodological issues and, on the other hand, fact-based assessments 
and case studies. Beyond the scope of written sources, we also would like to reach out to philology’s sister 
disciplines which are indispensable for writing ancient Egypt’s history and for reconstructing its historical 
chronology.  
 



 
 

 
 

Among the subjects to address, we would like to draw particular attention to the following challenges and 
opportunities in working with written sources and ancient Egyptian historical chronology: 
 
- historicity vs. propaganda, bare facts vs. decorum, 
- different purposes and contents of texts, 
- writing and rewriting history in ancient Egypt, 
- different kinds of contemporaneous texts, 
- official (royal) texts vs. non-official (private) texts, literary vs. non- or not-so-literary texts, 
- different lines of tradition in Egypt and the interface with Graeco-Roman historiography, 
- king-lists and traces of history in written tradition, 
- different ways of reading texts,  
- how certain texts shape(d) our perception of certain events, reigns, and periods, 
- different periods with different challenges, 
- dating texts and dating with texts, 
- different approaches to sequencing events, 
- reconstructing the sequence of events and their (historical) chronology. 
 
In particular, we encourage case studies centred on individual texts, groups of texts, or text genres.  
 
This conference will take place on 10th–13th July 2023 at the Austrian Archaeological Institute of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna, Austria. We plan to hold this conference primarily as an in-person 
conference, although a hybrid format is envisaged. All costs of accommodation will be covered from our 
budget, and we will subsidise your travel costs (up to EUR 250 for participants from Europe, up to 350 
EUR for participants from Egypt and the Near East, up to EUR 500 for participants from overseas).  
 
The entire conference will be held in English; all contributions shall be published in a proceedings volume. 
 
Your declaration of interest shall cover: 
 
- full name and academic affiliation, 
- preferred mode of participation (in person or digital), 
- statement on whether our funding for accommodation and travel is needed, 
- title of your presentation, 
- abstract (c. 250 words). 
 
We also encourage advanced PhD students and early postdocs to apply. 
 
Please direct your reply before 15th January 2023 to:  
 
Annik Wüthrich <Annik.Wuethrich@oeaw.ac.at> 
Roman Gundacker <Roman.Gundacker@oeaw.ac.at>  
 
All submissions are subject to a process of peer review by the organisational committee. Successful 
applicants will be notified by the end of January 2023. 
 



 
 

 
 

The organisational committee consists of: 
 
Roman Gundacker 
Charlotte Dietrich 
Johannes Jüngling 
Julian Posch 
Annik Wüthrich 
 
 
Looking forward to hearing back from you soon 
and with kindest regards, 
 
 
Annik Wüthrich & Roman Gundacker 
 
 
ERC Starting Grant    
Challenging Time(s) 
GA No 757951  
 
Austrian Academy of Sciences 
Austrian Archaeological Institute 
Department of Classical Studies 
 
Homepage:  Challenging Time(s): A New Approach to Written Sources for Ancient Egyptian 
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