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A Word irom the Director: Museum Developments

Developments are a vital part of any institution, and so the Egyptian Museum is going through many changes. Labels are being
updated in order to include the latest, most accurate Egyptological information, and an all-inclusive database is being created,
which | will discuss in detail in the Newsletter at a later date. A huge part of the Museum’s development is the change in its ex-
ternal layout. The area east of the Museum’s building is being prepared to become an open air museum allowing passers by to
see antiquities displayed in an attractive manner. The concrete enclosure wall is being replaced with an iron fence, serving as an
extension to the old Museum fence. The west side will be a commercial area with various services and facilities. With this new
area, the gate west of the Museum will become the exit rather than the current main entrance.

As well as these layout developments, there is a project that is close to my heart: the Children’s Museum. Several annex
halls on the Museum’s western side were set aside for the museum to create a unique space in which to provide children aged
three and older with an opportunity to learn about ancient Egypt in a simple and interesting manner. Since seeing a Lego exhibi-
tion in Germany 15 years ago entitled “Pharaoh’s Secrets,” | have striven to introduce the same concept to Egypt. | have suc-
ceeded in bringing the Lego models to Egypt, to form the nucleus of the children's museum’s ancient Egyptian-themed Lego in-
stallations. | have always been concerned about children’s experience of the Museum. The Children’s Museum includes real an-
tiquities with simple labelling accompanied by the animated Lego models spread over six halls, each presenting a different facet
of ancient Egypt including, among others, daily life, death, writing, and magic, to create a well-rounded display.

Dr Wafaa el-Saddik
General Director

From the Editor: The Birth of the Newsletter

Mrs Maather first approached me about the Newsletter in April 2008. Having been recently transferred to the Museum, she had
the idea of creating a Newsletter mainly for internal distribution. | liked the idea, despite some doubts; | had seen too many great
ideas wither and die long before they were realised. Bringing our first issue to life was not easy — | had limited knowledge of
graphic design, and not everyone took to the idea. Lack of printing space and facilities was also a problem. We created a mock-up
to introduce our project to Dr. Wafaa who was delighted and encouraged us to continue, and for that we thank her. Armed with
Mrs Maather’s vision, my laptop, Patsy Gasperetti’s English editing skills, and many friends who read and reread the first issue
and suggested improvements for the layout and the content, we had our first newsletter within one month and ten days.
Someone told us that the great reception the Newsletter received was due to its novelty, and if the content is not con-
stantly improved, the Newsletter would lose its audience when the novelty wears off. Mrs Maather and | strive to keep improv-
ing our Newsletter, and watching it grow — we now have almost 1000 members on the mailing list, and other SCA departments
are following our lead and starting their own newsletters! For 2009, we have tweaked things a bit, added another page, and are
continuing to do our best to keep up with the ever-changing news of the Egyptian Museum. We have removed what we thought
was a horrid nameplate, and replaced it with part of the architectural plans made by architect Marcel Durgnon in 1898/99 for the
Museum. Inspired by a floral frieze that once topped some of the columns, also from the plans, archaeological illustrator Will
Schenk and Antiquities Inspector Hassan Ramadan have recreated the rosette seen in the News column.
We also thank everyone who has helped us and contributed over the last year. Dr
. Tarek EI Awady deserves a special mention here as he has helped tremendously by printing
the Newsletter for local circulation. The picture on the right shows some of the contributors,
and we are gathered in our new office in the basement. Yes, we have moved down below,
5 and we are ecstatic! Finally, as trite as it sounds, we thank you — the readers. Congratulatory
\ e-mails flood in after every issue and really encourage us to keep up the Newsletter, and
that ever-changing news!

Mennat-Allah El Dorry, Co-Editor

Y
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Museum Events & Exhibitions

120 years of Spanish Archaeology was the title of an exhibition organ-
ised by the SCA, in collaboration with la Sociedad Estatal de Conmemora-
ciones Culturales. The inauguration ceremony included an address by the
Ambassador of Spain, Sefior Antonio Lopez Martinez, and speeches by H.E. g
Farouk Hosni, and Sefior Cesar Antonio Molina Sanchez, the Ministers of
Culture of Egypt and Spain respectively. Dr Hawass was awarded the Span-
ish Medal of the Order of Arts
and Culture (pictured below). The
addresses were followed by a
Flamenco-Jazz concert and an
interesting reception in the Mu-
} seum Garden. The Exhibition con-
tained numerous objects from
Spanish excavations and projects,
including a beautiful coffin from
the tomb of Sennedjem in Deir el-
" Medina, which was worked on by
Eduardo Toda in 1886. lllustrated panels detailed various projects, such as
Spanish work in Nubia, and old photographs from various Spanish missions

a

(top right photograph) helped to create a well-rounded, all-inclusive exhibi-

tion that was both attractive and informative. The exhibition will be held until the 6th of June 2009.

Photos: left: Sefior Molina Sanchez presenting Dr Hawass with the Order of Arts and Culture.

Top right: general view of the exhibition with a limestone sarcophagus lid from Oxyrynchus, Saite Period, 26th dynasty, ca. 688-525 BC.
Bottom right: Funerary cones and Ushabtis from the tomb of Djehuty in Thebes, 17th—20th dynasties, ca. 1580-1070 BC.

The Egyptian Museum School for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired works in cooperation with
the Faculty of Fine Arts to provide
blind and visually impaired per-
sons with the material to recreate
models of objects they have ex-
perienced during their Museum
visits. This can be done in a variety
of materials and the models are
exhibited every year. This year’s exhibition was held on 14th
April at the Gomhurreya Theatre; it not only included distribution
of certificates of appreciation to participants, but also a play. Fol-
lowing up last year’s successful
Golden Serpent performance, stu-
dents in the Egyptian Museum |
School for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired performed a new play enti- |
tled Truth and Falsehood, which is
inspired by the tale of Osiris and
Seth.

Photos: Top: some of the students’
artwork; Judgment scene from the
play, Dr Wafaa distributing certifi-
cates to participants

Fragments of a bronze Mesopotamian
Statue in a worshipful pose were retrieved
from an Egyptian worker in Jordan as he was
trying to smuggle it into Egypt through the Red
Sea resort of Nuweiba. Last January, the Egyp-
tian Museum held a press conference to an-
nounce its return to Iraq . The statue had been
in storage at the Museum since June 2008 un-
til its return could be arranged. Dr Zahi Hawass
presided over the press conference, which was
also attended by Mr Abdel Hady Fadel from
the Iragi Embassy (pictured below), and Am-
bassador Ahmed Zein from the Egyptian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, as well as Dr Wafaa el-
Saddik. A spokesman for the Iraqi Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities, Abdulzahra al-
Talagani, said
that the return
of the fragments
“signifies a will-
ingness to co-
operate with
Iraq in the re-
covery of its
stolen heritage.”




Egyptlan Museum Departments and Projects

Section Seven falls under the direction of Ms Somaya
Abdel Samee’. This collection is displayed over both floors,
as well as in many storage areas, some of which are being
prepared for display soon. This section includes some of
the most beautiful pieces in the Museum (we say this
about all other sections as well!). It includes the as-tiny-
as-it-is-famous ivory statue of King Khufu, dozens of scar-
_____ abs, from commemorative to heart to amulets, as well as

? numerous seals, bracelets, necklaces and amulets in a variety of forms, Several
vitrines are known as the ‘Masterpiece’ vitrines and include many iconic objects.
Material from the Deir al-Bahri Cachette are also in this section including 153 cof-
fins. Coffins of New Kingdom pharaohs, from Amenhotep Il, to Tuthmosis I, Il and
11, Seti | and Ramesses Il are also in section 7.

Chief curator Lotfy Abdel Hamid is responsible for more objects, such as the
ceramic and limestone ostraca from Deir el-Medina, which were a cheap substitute
on papyrus and were used for writing notes and sketching drafts. These ostraca
include sketches of designs later copied onto the walls of tombs, or texts in hieratic and demotic that tell of the
daily lives of Deir el-Medina’s workmen, and conditions such as food rationings and censuses. Papyri from Section 7
line the walls of the staircases. One of the most fascinating objects in this section is the water clock (clepsydra — the
water thief!) that was used to measure time through the night by measuring the height of the water that dripped
through a very small drain at the bottom (bottom left, JE 63858). The leather funerary shrine of Isetemkheb B fea-
tured on this issue’s Special Topic page also belongs to this section.

Conservation is a vital part of any object’s care. It is a demanding job requiring much pa-
tience, but it results in the preservation of thousands of priceless antiquities.

Despite having been cleaned upon its discovery in Hawara, Fayoum, in 1895, this life-
size statue of Amenembhat Il (c. 1859-1813 B.C.), made of limestone, has been suffering from
salt crystal formations. The circumstances of the statue’s discovery are not clear, but most
likely it was found in soil with a high salt content, and in addition to mud particles still clinging
to its surface, it was in need of treatment. It has been on display in the Museum since 1925.

The salts on the surface of the statue were first analysed to identify their chemical com- |
position, and to determine their density on the surface. Chemical analysis showed that the
salts were sodium chloride. While cleaning more durable types of stone is not much of a chal-
lenge, limestone is fragile, as it consists of tafla mud and various oxides; this created an obsta-
cle to its treatment, ruling out the possibility of using any liquid solvents or cleaners.

Laponite compressions with vinavil (P.V.A emulsions) were therefore used. Chemicals
used in these compressions are non-abrasive and do not need to be cleaned with water or
any other liquid. They were spread on the statue using fine soft brushes, left to set and the
peeled off removing all the elements damaging the statue’s surface. This stage was repeated
as often as needed in the same spots in order to reach the best results, but not too often as
that would compromise the statue’s natural patina. Forming over years, this patina becomes
a protective coating that must not be
removed as it is also part of the statue’s
history.

Moamen Othman

The statue is JE 31301 and CG 385

Left: Salt crystallisations reach several millimetres
in some places, and have even taken on the same
contours of the reliefs and hieroglyphs as seen in
the photo on the far left.




Feature Page

The Leather Funerary Shrine of Isetemkheb B
Edward Loring ( Russian Academy of Sciences, Centre for Egyptological Studies)

Known as the Tent of Isetemkheb, this “shrine” was discovered in 1881 in the Cache of the Royal Mummies (Theban
Tomb 320, Deir el-Bahri,) by Emil Brugsch while inspecting the tomb. It was at first overlooked as it was rolled up in
a corner and covered in debris.

The funerary shrine is made entirely of leather, often described as domestic goat leather in literature, although no
scientific investigation has ever been made. It is the only known example of such an object. As such, it gives a
unique insight into the use of leather and the attendant craftsmanship in Egypt during the early 21st (Theban) Dy-
nasty.

It is a rectangular box with an open bottom measuring 280cm x 240cm by 216cm in height. Mounted on a frame, it
served as a shrine, enclosing the coffin of the deceased; a modest equivalent of the well known 18™ Dynasty golden
shrines of Tutankhamun. It was made of numerous pieces of soft, coloured leather adorned by stencils and sewn
together to form patterns. It is embellished with cut-out figures and hieroglyphic inscriptions. These inscriptions are
of extreme importance.

When the piece was first published by Emil Brugsch, the genealogy of the Theban High Priest of Amun family was
very unclear, leading to false and misleading conclusions concerning the ownership of the shrine. Unfortunately,
this misinformation has been perpetuated in the Egyptological literature to this day. Brugsch published a detailed
description of the discovery, and there was much confusion as to who the people mentioned in the hieroglyphic
inscriptions were, and how they were related to one another.

In January, 2007 the shrine was studied by Research Fellows of the Centre for Egyptological Studies of the Russian
Academy of Sciences (CESRAS) and the Russian Institute of Egyptology in Cairo (RIEC), Sergej V. Ivanov and this au-
Lores . | thor. This was probably the first time in living memory that the top

k ” of the shrine had been seen and the first time that colour photo-
graphs were made. The examination established that both the top
il and sides of the shrine were made in the same workshop within a
short interval. There is debate as to the ownership of this shrine, but
studies by the aforementioned scholars point out that the shrine was
indeed made for Isetemkheb (known as Isetemkheb B to avoid con-
& fusion with other women with the same name) daughter of H.P.A.
Masaharta during the reign of Khakheperre Pinudjem I. This places
@ the date of the shrine, as it appears today, between the death of
Masaharta, ca. 1046, and that of Pinudjem I ca. 1037 BC.

Sadly, when he discovered it, Brugsch unrolled the object and doubt-
less exposed it to the burning sunlight of the Egyptian summer. One
can imagine the sun’s effects on leather that had been stored for
2000 years in an essentially inert atmosphere at a constant tempera-
ture. Brugsch described it as still being supple at the time of discovery.
Whereas the sides are still in a reasonable condition, the top surface has
since dried, split, become brittle and cannot be removed from the case in
which it has been kept since 1904. At that time conservation technology
was not sufficiently advanced for the necessary processing. The once
beautiful top surface is in terrible condition and urgently requires conser-
vation, which in turn, urgently requires funding.

We express our deepest gratitude to the Supreme Council of Antiquities
and to its Secretary General Dr Zahi Hawass, and to the Direction and Staff
of the Egyptian Museum for kindly allowing CESRAS to examine and pho-
tograph the top of the shrine, while providing us with the necessary infra-
structure, expertise and curatorial support.

Edward Loring , February 2009

Top: Condition of the top of the leather shrine and reconstruction of vulture detail (http://
www.cesras.org/Ding/Tent/TentTop.html)

Right: The tent as it is displayed in the Museum today. The tent is JE 26276

For more information on this tent please refer to http.//www.cesras.org/Ding/Tent/Tent1.html|




News (olumn

ﬁ The refurbishment of the basement to be used as offices for cura-
tors instead of Room 39 has finally been finished. Curators now have
individual cubicles with internet points. The Museum has also bought
30 new MacBooks for curators, including the Newsletter team!

ﬁ The American Research Centre in Egypt invited Museum curators
and management for a luncheon at ARCE’s headquarters on the 18" of
February. It was a wonderful opportunity to strengthen the ties be-
tween the two institutions; Museum staff and curators express their
thanks for this delightful gathering.

ﬁ “Images of Ancient Egypt from the Cairo Museum and the Cache
of Royal Mummies” is the title of an exhibition to be held at the Push-
kin Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow, in collaboration with the Russian
Academy of Sciences. The exhibition runs from September 7, 2009-
November 15, 2009 and includes objects from the Russian excavations
in Deir el-Bahri. For more information see: http://www.museum.ru/

gmii/exhibr.htm

ﬁ Germany has donated a collection of vitrines specifically for storing
and displaying gold jewellery. The Jewellery Room on the second floor
has been refurbished and now includes these new vitrines, which are
also electronically secured. A further twelve vitrines have been bought
from Germany for the second Royal Mummy Room. These hydraulic
vitrines are electronically secured . The old Royal Mummy Room has
also been refurbished to match the newer Royal Mummy Room.

ﬁ “Museum-in-a-bag” is a new project that the Museum Education

Profile

Seham Abdel Razek
joined the Museum in
1978 after obtaining a
B.A. in Egyptian Archae-

ology from Cairo Uni-

versity. Ms Seham rose

in seniority until she reached her current position,
which is Egyptian Museum Deputy for Administra-
tive and Technical Affairs. Her many tasks include
resolving administrative issues, and assisting Mu-
seum employees with their paperwork; she is also
involved with helping scholars and researchers. Her
Museological training helps her when she presides
over committees related to packing objects for over-
seas exhibitions and transfer to other museums, and
receiving new acquisitions, especially ones from ex-
cavations, and gold items, which she records in the
Special Registers. Although she frequently deals with
frantic employees, and has to sort out many clerical
problems, Ms Seham always keeps her cool and
collected demeanour, with a lovely smile, and for

that she is admired and respected.

department has finished preparing. It aims to spread awareness about ancient Egypt. A small box with explanatory panels,
movies, activities booklets and small models provides people living outside Cairo and not able to visit museums with enough

material to gain an idea of what ancient Egypt was like.

ﬁ Egyptian antiquities repatriated to Egypt will be the subject of an upcoming exhibition in the Museum. Some 40 objects
will be displayed, most notably the famous colossal eye of Amenhotep Il which was returned from Basel, Switzerland to

Egypt last October. The dates of the exhibition are still not confirmed.

ﬁ Fifty objects from the Waseda University (Japan) excavations over the last forty years in Sagqara, Abu Sir, Dahshur and
Luxor will be displayed in the a temporary exhibition in the Egyptian Museum. The dates are still not confirmed.

‘ﬁ Foreigners married to Egyptians are now able to pay Egyptian prices to enter the Museum if they show proof of their

official residency in Egypt.

Mummy Room:

Foreign Adults: 100 LE

Foreign Students (with valid ISIC ID): 60 LE
Egyptian and Arab Adults: 10 LE

Egyptian and Arab Students: 5 LE

Tahrir Square
Cairo, Egypt

All information in the Newsletter is correct at the

time of issuing. times a year.

Phone: 2-02-2582448, 25782452
Fax: 2-02-25796974

emcnewsletter@gmail.com
The Newsletter is issued three

( Entrance Fees: - L — Visiting Hours: 9 am - 6.30 pm
Foreign Adults: 60 LE I—‘T T TR AR A ‘r) Jl.—{'—H General Working Hours: 9 am - 3.30 pm
Foreign Students (with valid ISIC ID): 30 LE C R U
Egyptian and Arab Adults: 4.00 LE . :ﬁ, Www.egyptianmuseum.gov.eg _is not valid. A
Egyptian and Arab Students: 1.00 LE [ new website is under construction.
THE EGYPTIAN MUSEUM  This newsletter is prepared by:

Maather Ibrahim Aboueich
Mennat-Allah El Dorry

And is proofed by:
Patsy Gasperetti
Rebecca Hodgin
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