JUAN JOSE CASTILLOS

Prof. Juan José Castillos is a Uruguayan egyptologist and also a Canadian
citizen born in 1944 who has been working on the subject of predynastic
Egypt for the last forty-five years. He studied four years of Chemical
Engineering and then three years of Ancient History at the state university in
Uruguay. He holds a Diploma on Egyptology granted by the Uruguayan
Institute of Egyptology in 1997. He has published extensively on this topic
and his work is usually quoted in most of the books and many theses that
deal with early Egypt. He has also lectured on ancient Egypt in many
countries. To date, his publications have been positively quoted in 337



papers, theses and books dealing with ancient Egypt in 17 languages. In
Academic Conferences he has been asked to preside sessions with
presentations by leading international egyptologists. He was invited twice by
Brazilian universities with all expenses paid to lecture about his research
subjects, he was also invited by an Argentine university to give a Magisterial
Lecture on predynastic Egypt and then with all expenses paid by an
egyptological society also in Buenos Aires. The first two publications of
SSEA Studies (Toronto, Canada) in 1982 and 1983 have him as an author and
reveal the initial results he obtained in this field. He was appointed in 1984 by
a meeting of the local Egyptology Association as Professor of Egyptology at
the Uruguayan Institute of Egyptology, a tenured position he still holds to
this day. He is also Director of the Egyptian Museum of the Uruguayan
Society of Egyptology. He is a Life Member of the Society for the Study of
Egyptian Antiquities of Canada, he was also a Professional Member of the
Board of the Société Francaise d'Egyptologie, a position to which he was
elected and then re-elected several times. In 2001 at the beginning of an
international congress the Uruguayan Association of Archaeologists
honoured him with a plaque for his contributions to Egyptology as well as
asked him to give the opening lecture of that congress. Prof. Castillos is also
one of a group of scholars appointed to advise FONCYT, an Argentine
government committee that decides on the funding of archaeological
projects by Argentine scholars in Egypt. He was appointed Member of the
Editorial Board of the internet Journal Transoxiana published by scholars
from the University del Salvador of Argentina and later as a Member of the
Editorial Board of the internet Journal Tempus published by scholars from
the University of Antioquia, Colombia.

>> Check at the end how other prominent scholars have assessed his work
over the years.



LANGUAGES

Spanish - Thorough knowledge, reading, written and spoken.

English - Thorough Knowledge, reading, written and spoken.

French - Very good knowledge reading, some written and adequate spoken.
German - Adequate reading, some written and spoken.

Portuguese - Adequate reading, some written and spoken.

Italian - Adequate reading, some written and spoken.

Dutch - Some reading.

Swedish - Some reading, some spoken (in his opinion, the most beautiful
spoken language in the world).

Russian - Some spoken.

Arabic - Some spoken.

He is the author of well over 150 papers on egyptology as well as of more
than a dozen books which deal with the subject.
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Egyptological

PUBLICATIONS

by Prof. Juan José Castillos

(1944 - )

BOOKS

1 - "Origenes del Monoteismo Hebreo", Montevideo, 1966.

2 - "El Arte Egipcio", Montevideo, 1973.

3 - "Imagenes del Antiguo Egipto", Montevideo, 1980.

4 - "Una momia egipcia de la Baja Epoca en el Museo Arqueoldgico
Palacio Taranco de Montevideo", 1980.

5 - "A reappraisal of the published evidence on Egyptian Predynastic and
Early Dynastic cemeteries", Toronto, 1982.

6 - "A study of the spatial distribution of large and richly endowed tombs
in Egyptian Predynastic and Early Dynastic cemeteries”, Toronto, 1983.
7 - "Nuevas imagenes del Antiguo Egipto", Montevideo, 1989.

8 - "Catalogo de piezas originales en el Museo de la Sociedad Uruguaya



de Egiptologia"”, Montevideo, 1990.

9 - "Estudios Historicos", Montevideo, 1994.

10 - "El Hombre y la Religion", Montevideo, 1996.

11 - "El Egipto Faradnico", Montevideo, 1996.

12 - "The Predynastic Period in Egypt / El Periodo Predinastico en Egipto"
(bilingual, English / Spanish edition), Montevideo, 2002.

13 - "Cémo surgieron los faraones, los origenes de la estratificacion
social en el antiguo Egipto"”, Montevideo, 2009.

14 - “Memoirs of an Egyptologist”, Montevideo, 2018.

15 — “More Memoirs of an Egyptologist”, Montevideo, 2018.

16 — “Ancient Egypt, Under a New Light”, Montevideo, 2023,

17 — “El Antiguo Egipto, Una Perspectiva Diferente”, Montevideo, 2023.

ACADEMIC PAPERS

(In the order in which they were written and submitted)

1 -"Fayum A and B settlements”, JEA 59, 1973.

2 - "Further remarks on Fayum A and B settlements”, JSSEA 5, 1974.

3 - "An analysis of the tombs in a First Dynasty cemetery at Sakkara",
JSSEA 6, 1976.

4 - "A late Egyptian mummy at the National Natural History Museum of
Montevideo", RAE 28, 1976.

5 - "An analysis of the tombs in cemeteries 1300 and 1400-1500 at Armant",
JSSEA 7, 1977.

6 - "Analisis de algunas costumbres funerarias en Egipto en los Periodos
Predinastico y Arcaico”, RSAA 17, 1978.

7 - "An analysis of the Predynastic cemeteries E and U and the First Dynasty
cemetery S at Abydos", JSSEA 8, 1978.

8 - "An analysis of the tombs in the Predynastic cemetery N 7000 at Naga ed-



Dér", JSSEA 10, 1979.

9 - "Colour in ancient Egypt", Newsletter of Dominion Colour Corporation -
Reed International, Toronto, July 1979.

10 - "An analysis of the tombs in the Predynastic cemeteries at Nagada",
JSSEA 11, 1981.

11 - "Analyses of Predynastic and Early Dynastic cemeteries: Final
Conclusions”, JSSEA 12, 1982.

12 - "Analisis de costumbres funerarias en Egipto: Informe preliminar”, Aeg.
Ant. 3, 1982.

13 - "A fragment of a stela dedicated to Amun from Karnak", JSSEA 13, 1983.
14 - "Archaeological research using the ZX81", SYNC, New York, Vol. 3, No.
2, March/April 1983, 22-27.

15 - "El antiguo Egipto y nosotros", RSUE 1, 1984.

16 - "Los antiguos Egipcios, ¢ blancos o negros? / The ancient Egyptians,
were they Black?", Aeg. Ant. 5, 1984.

17 - "El cuchillo de Gebel el Arak™", RSUE 2, 1985.

18 - "La informatica en la Sociedad Uruguaya de Egiptologia", RSUE 3, 1986.
19 - "Dos utensilios liticos prehistéricos en el Museo Egipcio de la Sociedad
Uruguaya de Egiptologia”, RSUE 4, 1987.

20 - "Archivo de signos jeroglificos egipcios en computadora”, RSUE 5,
1988.

21 - "Egyptology in Uruguay", Abstracts of the 5th International Congress of
Egyptologists, Cairo, 1988.

22 - "La Egiptologia en el Uruguay, trabajo pionero en un pais en desarrollo”,
RSUE 6, 1989.

23 - "Informe sobre el Quinto Congreso Internacional de Egiptologia”, RSUE
6, 1989.

24 - "Dos fragmentos de relieves del Imperio Medio en el Museo Egipcio de la
Sociedad Uruguaya de Egiptologia"”, Aeg. Ant. 6-7, 1989.

25 - "Un fragmento de relieve con la figura de un Faraén", RSUE 7, 1990.

26 - "El alba de la civilizacion en Egipto"”, RSUE 8, 1991.



27 - "Diseino mejorado de jeroglificos egipcios en computadora", RSUE 8,
1991.

28 - "The need for IAE support in the creation of chairs of Egyptology",
Abstracts of the 6th International Congress of Egyptologists, Turin, 1991.
29 - "Pottery distribution in Upper Egyptian Predynastic cemeteries"”, RdE 42,
1991.

30 - "Tres fragmentos de nombres reales de la Dinastia XIX en el Museo
Egipcio de la Sociedad Uruguaya de Egiptologia", RSUE 9, 1992.

31 - "Un fragmento de estela funeraria en el Museo Egipcio de la Sociedad
Uruguaya de Egiptologia”, RSUE 10, 1993.

32 - "Estudios sobre el Periodo Predinastico en Egipto”, RSUE 11, 1994.

33 - "Balance de diez afos de existencia del Museo Egipcio de la Sociedad
Uruguaya de Egiptologia"”, RSUE 12, 1995.

34 - "La esclavitud en el antiguo Egipto", RSUE 12, 1995.

35 - "Estudios sobre la distribucion de la ceramica predinastica en Egipto",
Aeg. Ant. 9, 1995.

36 - "Evidence for the appearance of social stratification in Predynastic
Egypt", Abstracts of the 7th International Congress of Egyptologists,
Cambridge, 1995.

37 - "Remarks on the effort-expenditure principle applied to the study of
prehistoric burials", Abstracts of the XIll Congress of the IUPPS, Forli, 1996,
Volume 6, Tome 1, 583-590.

38 - "Abydos in the Egyptian Predynastic", Aeg. Ant. 10, Buenos Aires, 1999.
39 - "Size and funerary offerings in Egyptian Predynastic cemeteries”,
Archéo-Nil, Lettre d'Information 10, 1997.

40 - "Ocho Faraones de Egipto", Paper delivered at the ICOM Congress in
Montevideo (1996); RSUE 15, 1998.

41 - "Informe sobre el Xlll Congreso Internacional de Ciencias Prehistéricas y
Protohistoricas", RSUE 14, 1997.

42 - "Puntualizaciones sobre el principio de esfuerzo realizado aplicado al
estudio de cementerios prehistoricos”, RSUE 14, 1997.



43 - "New data on Egyptian Predynastic cemeteries"”, RAE 48, 1997.

44 - "Estudios cuantitativos de cementerios prehistéricos", Proceedings of
the 9th Congress of Uruguayan Archaeology, Montevideo, 2001.

45 - "Un caso puntual: Matmar en el Alto Egipto", Proceedings of the 9w
Congress of Uruguayan Archaeology, Montevideo, 2001.

46 - "Wealth evaluation of Predynastic tombs", GM 163, 1998.

47 - "Size distribution in Egyptian Predynastic cemeteries", DE 40, 1998.

48 - "Remarks on the effort-expenditure principle applied to the study of
prehistoric burials", Proceedings of the Xlll IUPPS Congress, Forl? 1996.
49 - "¢ Pais culto o pais atrasado?", RSUE 15, 1998.

50 - "Informe sobre el Simposio acerca de la Edad de Piedra del Noreste de
Africa", RSUE 15, 1998.

51 - "Social development in Predynastic Egypt: Matmar, a case study”,
Proceedings of the 1997 Poznan Symposium on the Stone Age of
Northeastern Africa, Poznan, 2001.

52 - "Evidence for the appearance of social stratification in Predynastic
Egypt", Proceedings of the Vil International Congress of Egyptologists,
Leuven, 1998.

53 - "Inequality in Egyptian Predynastic cemeteries", RAE 49, 1998.

54 - "Enfoques multidisciplinarios en el estudio de la desigualdad social en
el Egipto Predinastico”, RSUE 16, 1999.

55 - "The Predynastic cemeteries at Mostagedda", read at the Vil
International Congress of Egyptologists in Cairo, March-April 2000 and
published in GM 175, 2000.

56 - "The Predynastic cemeteries at Badari", read at the Poznan Symposium
on the Prehistory of Northeastern Africa in Aug.-Sept. 2000 and published in
RdE 51, 2000.

57 - "La evolucioén de las comunidades predinasticas egipcias", RSUE 17,
2000.

58 - "Informe sobre el Octavo Congreso Internacional de Egiptologos (El
Cairo, Marzo-Abril 2000)", RSUE 17, 2000 [ This paper was also translated



into French and published in the Cahiers Caribéens d'Egyptologie 2, Mars
2001, 137-148 (Part 1) ].

59 - "The Predynastic cemeteries at Matmar, Mostagedda and Badari", in the
Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Egyptologists, Cairo,
2003.

60 - "Egyptian Predynastic Cemetery Research", in the Proceedings of the
2000 Poznan Symposium on the Prehistory of Northeastern Africa, Poznan,
2003.

61 - "Informe del Simposio sobre la Prehistoria del Noreste de Africa
(Poznan, 2000)", RSUE 18, 2001.

62 - "Eso-Eris, the wandering mummy", in H. Gyory (ed.), "Mélanges offerts a
Edith Varga", Bulletin du Musée Hongrois des Beaux-Arts, Supplément 2001,
Budapest, 2001, 29-36.

63 - "Ancient Egyptian Collections in Montevideo, Uruguay", Egyptian
Museum Centennial Anniversary Publication, Cairo, 2002.

64 - "Sociologia y arqueologia: aportes para una mejor comprension del
periodo Predinastico en Egipto", Proceedings of the 10th Congress of
Uruguayan Archaeology, Montevideo, 2003.

65 - "La Egiptologia en el Uruguay: desarrollo y realidad actual”,
Proceedings of the 10th Congress of Uruguayan Archaeology, Montevideo,
2003 and in RSUE 19, 2002.

66 - "The Predynastic cemeteries at Nagada", paper read at the Poznan
Symposium on the Archaeology of the Earliest Northeastern Africa, Poznan,
July 2003, published in GM 196, 2003.

67 - "Los origenes de Egipto", paper read in a Lecture Series at the
Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 2003, published
in Boletin de la Asociacion Andaluza de Egiptologia (BASADE) Il, 2004.

68 - "Inequality in Predynastic Egypt", paper read at the Scholars'
Colloquium, University of Toronto, Canada, November 2003, Cahiers
Caribéens d'Egyptologie 7-8, February-March 2005.

69 - "Informe del Simposio sobre la Prehistoria del Noreste de Africa



(Poznan, 2003)", RSUE 20, 2003.

70 - "Preliminary Report on the 2000 Poznan Symposium", in: "A Deltaman in
Yebu", Occasional Volume of the Egyptologists' Electronic Forum, Vol. 1,
edited by A. K. Eyma and C. J. Bennett, Universal Publishers, 2003, 111-122.
71 - "Predynastic cemeteries in the Abydos area", GM 199, 2004.

72 - "Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto (Noviembre de 2003)",
RSUE 21, 2004.

73 - "Recientes descubrimientos en la arqueologia del Periodo Predinastico
en Egipto”, RSUE 21, 2004.

74 - "Further remarks on the Montevideo mummy", Journal of the Serbian
Archaeological Society 21, 2005.

75 - "Etapas en el estudio de la momia egipcia de Montevideo”, RSUE 22,
2005.

76 - "La Edad de Oro de Egipto", RSUE 23, 2006.

77 - "Cheops, the tyrant?", Cahiers Caribéens d'Egyptologie 9, 2006.

78 - "The place of Hierakonpolis in the Egyptian Predynastic", GM 208, 2006.
79 - "Social stratification in early Egypt", GM 210, 2006.

80 - "Consideraciones sobre los origenes de Egipto", RSUE 23, 2006.

81 - "La gran esfinge de Guiza: mito y realidad”, RSUE 23, 2006.

82 - "La Seudo-Egiptologia, sus caracteristicas y su tematica", RSUE 24,
2007.

83 - "La estratificacion social en los origenes de Egipto", paper read at the
CEEMO meeting in 2006, Cahiers Caribéens d'Egyptologie 10, 2007.

84 - "Etapas en la interpretacion de los origenes de la civilizacion egipcia”,
RSUE 25, 2008.

85 - "The beginning of class stratification in early Egypt", GM 215, 2007.

86 - "Informe sobre el Simposio Académico de Toronto 2006", RSUE 24,
2007.

87 - "Publicacion impresa o digital: un dilema actual”, RSUE 24, 2007.

88 - "25 siglos de egiptomania", RSUE 26, 2009.

89 - "The development and nature of inequality in early Egypt”, in Friedman



and Fiske, Egypt at its origins 3, Proceedings of the Third International
Conference 'Origin of the state, predynastic and early dynastic Egypt’,
London, 27th July-1st August 2008, Leuven, 2011, 1243-1254.

90 - "Informe sobre las Xlll Jornadas de Africa antigua en Porto Alegre,
Brasil", RSUE 25, 2008.

91 - "Further research on the origin of inequality in early Egypt", RSUE 26,
20009.

92 - "Aggrandizers and the beginning of social stratification”, RSUE 25, 2008.
93 - "Investigaciones recientes sobre los origenes de la estratificacion social
en Egipto", RSUE 21, 2004.

94 - "Jefaturas, elites y los origenes de la estratificacion social en Egipto",
Cahiers Caribéens d'Egyptologie 11, 2008.

95 - "Informe sobre el Segundo Encuentro de Egiptologia en Curitiba, Brasil",
RSUE 26, 2009.

96 - "Informe sobre el Simposio Académico de Toronto 2007", RSUE 25,
2008.

97 - "El antiguo Egipto en Uruguay", Special private publication, 2005.

98 - "Conservacion y exhibicion de objetos egipcios en museos: malos y
buenos ejemplos", Special private publication, 2006.

99 - "¢ Hubo un imperio egipcio en la época faradnica?", RSUE 29, 2012.
100 - "El periodismo y la egiptologia en Uruguay", RSUE 27, 2010.

101 - "Nuevas aproximaciones en egiptologia al tema de los origenes de
Egipto"”, RSUE 27, 2010.

102 - "Coémo surgieron los Faraones", RSUE 28, 2011, this paper has very
little to do with the book bearing the same title.

103 - "Balance de gestion de la Sociedad Uruguaya de Egiptologia (1980-
2008)", RSUE 26, 20009.

104 - "War and peace in ancient Egypt", RSUE 29, 2012.

105 - "El Nilo y el antiguo Egipto"”, RSUE 28, 2011.

106 - "Informe sobre el Simposio Origenes 3 sobre Egipto Predinastico y
Dinastico Temprano en el Museo Britanico - 27 de Julio al 10. de Agosto de



2008" (Report on the Origins 3 Colloquium on Predynastic and Early
Dynastic Egypt at the British Museum - 27 July to 1 August 2008), RSUE 27,
2010.

107 - “Evidence for feasting in predynastic Egypt”, in: A River Runs Through
It. Studies in Honour of Professor Fekri A. Hassan. Volume One, 2019. Edited
by Aloisia de Trafford, Geoffrey J. Tassie, Okasha el Daly, and Joris van
Wetering. Later appeared in an updated version (under the same title) in
RSUE 33, 2016.

108 - “Upper and Lower Egypt in the Predynastic Period”, JSSEA 37, 2012.
109 - “Algunas ideas basicas sobre los museos en nuestro medio”, RSUE

27, 2010.

110 - "Informe sobre el Simposio Académico de Toronto 2009", RSUE 28,
2011.

111 - “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto 2011”, RSUE 29,
2012.

112 - “Usos y abusos de la egiptologia”’, RSUE 30, 2013.

113 - “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto 2012, RSUE 30,
2013.

114 - “On the way to the birth of the Pharaonic State, the Predynastic
funerary data and its contribution to our understanding of early Egypt”,
SSEA Newsletter of Spring 2012.

115 - "Early Rock Art in Egypt, From Naturalistic to the Appearance of Big
Men, Chiefs, and Kings", RSUE 31, 2014.

116 - “Migrations of elites in Predynastic Egypt”, RSUE 32, 2015, 31-49.

117 - “Ancient Egyptian Philosophy”, RSUE 31, 2014, 29-37.

118 - “Edgar Allan Poe and Ancient Egypt”’, SSEA Newsletter, 2014-2015, 1.
119 — “Semi-mythological heroes in early Egypt”, Text, GM 242, 2014, 5-12.
120 - “Remarks on the application of quantitative sociology methodology to
ancient Egypt”, RSUE 33, 2016.

121 - “The location of richer and/or larger subadult graves in Egyptian

predynastic cemeteries”, GM 245, 2015.
122 — “The Egyptians and the Nile”, GM 247, 2015, 35-40.



123 - “The location of richer and/or larger children and subadult graves in
Egyptian Naqgada Ill cemeteries”, Géttinger Miszellen 248, 2016, 91-102.

124 - “Chiefs, warriors and gender in early Egypt and beyond”, RSUE 35,
2018).

125 - “In search of the true nature of the god Seth”, GM 250, 2016, 81-92.

126 — “Some thoughts on the concept of Maat in ancient Egypt”, i-Medjat 14,
2017.

127 - “The rise of complexity and social stratification in predynastic Egypt”,
GM 253, 2017.

128 - “Identifying probable burials of chiefs and warriors in Egyptian
predynastic cemeteries”, CCd’E 23, 2018.

129 - "Ancient propaganda and Egypt", GM 254, 2018.

130 - "Tomb Orientation in six Upper Egyptian Predynastic Cemeteries”, GM
255, 2018.

131 - "The Myth of Elite Redistribution in Ancient Egypt", GM 256, 2018.

132 - “Chaos in ancient Egypt”, GM 257, 2019, 25-36.

133 — “Chiefs, kings and religion in early Egypt”, GM 258, 2019, 45-54.

134 - “Poverty in ancient Egypt”, RSUE 38, 2021.

135 - “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto 2014, RSUE 32,
2015.

136 — “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico ‘Expandiendo fronteras’ sobre

nuevas metodologias para el estudio de los origenes de egipto, 24 y 25
de octubre de 2014, Petrie Museum y Departamento de Arqueologia del
University College de Londres, Inglaterra, RSUE 34, 2017.
137 - “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto 2015, RSUE 35,
2018.
138 - “Informe sobre el Coloquio Académico de Toronto 2016, RSUE 36,
2019.

139 - “Peasants in ancient Egypt”, GM 260, 43-52.

140 -“Ancient Egyptian Skepticism”, GM 261, 2020.



141 - "Probable predynastic chiefs and their funerary display: Naqada", in
RSUE 39, 2022.

142 - "Developing a national identity in early Egypt", GM 262, 2021.

143 - "How far back in time slavery went in ancient Egypt?", GM 263, 2021.
144 - "Hunters and Pseudo-hunters in predynastic Egypt, GM 264, 2021.

145 - "Seth: From beneficent god to evil, violent schemer", GM 265, 2021.

146 - "Anonymous reviewers in egyptology", RSUE 39, 2022.

147 - "El antiguo Egipto en Uruguay, Siglos XIX y la primera mitad del siglo
XX", RSUE 40, 2023.

148 - "Humans and the Animal World in Early Egypt", RSUE 38, 2021.

149 - "One more probable reason for Akhenaten to have chosen Amarna to
build his new Capital”, GM 266, 2022, 12-18.

150 - "Predynastic coffins", GM 266, 2022, 61-72.

151 - "Processualism and Postprocessualism in Egyptology"”, GM 267, 2022.
152 - "Probable steps to institutionalized inequality in Egypt and elsewhere",
GM 267, 2022.

153 - "The elusive objectivity in Egyptology", GM 268, 2022.

154 - "Early Chiefdoms and Predynastic Egypt", GM 269, 2023.

155 — “The correlation between cemetery data and real social conditions in
predynastic Egypt”, RSUE 37, 2020.

156 — “The Future of Egyptology - El Futuro de la Egiptologia”, en RSUE 40,
2023.

157 - “Emphasizing the Irrelevant in Egyptology”, GM 269, 2023.

158 - “Akhenaten’s Motivations, GM 269, 2023.

159 - “ BALANCE DE GESTION”, 1980-2008.

160 - “Assyriology and Egyptology - Asiriologia y Egiptologia”.

161 - “My part in the Pinault forgery affair”.

162 - “Famine in ancient Egypt and in prehistory”’, GM 271, 2024.

163 - ”"Ancient Egyptian intellectual activity, cognition and argumentative
discourse, GM 271, 2025.




164 - “Decorated pots in Egyptian predynastic tombs of children and
subadults”, GM 272, 2025.
165 - “How ancient Egyptian civilization emerged”, GM 273, 2026.

BOOK AND OTHER REVIEWS

1 - "Early hydraulic civilization in Egypt" by K. Butzer, in JSSEA 7, 1977.

2 - "Egypt before the Pharaohs™ by M. Hoffman, in JSSEA 11, 1981 and in
EAL’H 3, 1981.

3 - "Metodologia de proyectos de investigacion” by E. Campagna Caballero,
in RSUE 15, 1998.

4 - "En torno a los Jeroglificos" by E. Goyret, in RSUE 18, 2001.

5 - "Genesis of the Pharaohs" by T. Wilkinson, in RSUE 20, 2003.

6 - "Akhenaten, History, Fantasy and Ancient Egypt" by D. Monserrat, in
RSUE 20, 2003.

7 - "Las piramides de Egipto - La técnica oculta" by A. Ricart Cabus, in RSUE
21, 2004.

8 - "Cuando sopla el Hamsin" by M. Vigil, in RSUE 23, 2005.



9 - "Civilizations, culture, ambition and the transformation of nature”, by F.
Fernandez-Armesto, in RSUE 35, 2018.

10 - "La Danza de Shiva, El nacimiento de las Sociedades de Clases", by J.
Grompone, RSUE 32, 2015.

11 - "Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism", by J. Hoffmeier, RSUE 34,
2017.

12 - "Tutankhamun, Akhnaton, Nefertiti and Hatshepsut"”, by S. Kirollos.

13 - "Hatshepsut", by T. Samuels.

14 - "Questioning Nubian egyptianization”, by T. Samuels.

15 - "Notas sobre los textos del ataud de Esoeris en Montevideo:
Prosopografia”, by Victor Capuchio y Diego Santos, RSUE 37, 2020.

16 - "Why is Modern Science Technologically Exploitable”, by Paul
Hoyningen-Huene.

ABBREVIATIONS

Aeg. Ant. - Aegyptus Antiqua, Centro de Estudios de Egipto y del
Mediterraneo Oriental (CEEMO), Buenos Aires, Argentina.



DE - Discussions in Egyptology, Oxford, United Kingdom.

EAL’H - L’Egypte avant I'Histoire, Paris, France.

GM - Gottinger Miszellen, Gottingen, Germany.

IUPPS - International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences.

JEA - Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, Oxford, United Kingdom.

JSSEA - Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities,

Toronto, Canada.

RdE - Revue d’Egyptologie, Paris, France.

RSAA - Revista de la Sociedad Amigos de la Arqueologia, Montevideo,

Uruguay.

RSUE - Revista de la Sociedad Uruguaya de Egiptologia, Montevideo,
Uruguay.

CCdE - Cahiers Caribéens d’Egyptologie, Martinique.

OPINIONS OF PROMINENT SCHOLARS ABOUT HIS WORK






Cambridge Monographs in African Archaeology
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Series editor: John Alexander

State Formation in Egypt

Chronology and society

Toby A. H. Wilkinson

TEMPVS REPARATVM

BAR International Series 651
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Previous analyses of early Egyptian mortuary
data

The turst scholar 1o collate and publish extensive raw data
about Predynastic _and Earl % Nasic cemeleries was

). In a series of articles and monographs he presented the
mortuary data for five major Predynastic and/or Early
Dynastic sites. His wreatment of the data confined itself, for
the most part, to basic presentation. The poiential of the
work for further analysis is limited by a number of factors.

Much space was devoted 10 the comparison of grave aiuibutes
with the sex of the grave owner. Such data would be of

congiderable interest and importance, were it not for the
questionable reliability of the original sex determinations
(Mann 1989). Auention was also paid 10 indices such as
grave shape (esp. Casillos 1977) and oriemation which do not
readily lend themselves 10 investigations of socio-economic
change. Grave wealth is calculated as the total number of
objects recovered from a burial (Castillos 1976: ii), despile
the likely distorting effects of grave robbing. Finally, few of
the graves analysed are dated, making lrends difficult o
establish. Nonetheless, work i

served to bring Predynastic and Early Dynastic mortuary data

10 the allention of a wider audience, paving the way for
subsequent studies.,
s T ]

27

El primer académico en procesar y publicar  .... El trabajo de Castillos sin duda sirvio
extensamente informacion primaria sobre para traer la informacién funeraria Predi-
cementerios Predinasticos y Dinasticos nastica y del Dinastico Temprano a una au-
fue Castillos (1976, 1977, 1978, 1981, 1982a diencia méas amplia, pavimentando el camino
1982b, 1983). para los estudios subsiguientes.
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Comparatively little recent work has dealt with the Naqgada culture, but
the available funerary data are thoroughly exploited in J. J. Castillos, A
Reappraisal of the Published Evidence on Egyptian Predynastic and Early Dyn-
astic Cemeteries (Toronto, 1082),

Comparativamente poco trabajo reciente se ha ocupado de
la cultura de Nagada pero la evidencia funeraria disponible
ha sido exhaustivamente explotada en J. J. Castillos, A
Reappraisal of the Published Evidence on...., Toronto, 1982,
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These critical comments do not by any means constitute
a complete review of Castillos” wo?l%. s volume contamns
a large body of processed data from the cemeteries ob-
tained 1n the course of a long and intensive study pursued
with the use ol computer analysis. Castillos was able to
study some 6,916 indivi tombs which constitute some-
what less than half of all known Predynastic and Early
Dynastic graves excavated so far in pt. Each burial
ground in his publication is bricfly descri (excavations,
situation, chronology, tombs). The result of the analysis
of different traits arc contained in the “individual estima-
tion" of the tomb given in percentage (state of preservation,
size and wealth of the tomb, presence or absence of a
coffin, and orientation of the body) as well as in the break-
down showing the proportions as regards the sex and age
among the deceased individuals. This is followed by the
“binary estimations” showing fiftcen cases of mutual
relationship of all analyzed traits (B-1 to 15). The study
of each bunal ground is completed by conclusions.
Castillos sums up his studies in the short “final conclu-
sions’’ which contain an “analysis of Egyptian Predynastic
and Early Dynastic cemetcries”, His most important con-
clusion regards the social phenomena; 1t 1s worth adding
that_these conclusions, for the first ume in the history of
the research on the Predynastic and Early Dynastic Eﬂlllli.
are backed not by the intuition or a rnu? assessment o
the evidence made by the researcher, but by relatively
precise statistical data. Castillos concludes here that begin-
ming in the Middle Predynastic (Nagada 1) times the
individuals belonging to only a small section of a social
group (population) started 10 occupy the largest and richest
tombs in the burial ground. In other words, the earliest
social elite was buried in these graves, The percentage of
these richly furnished, mostly large and rectangular tombs
remained stable in the burnial grounds through the Early
Dynastic period which suggests similar social composition
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in these periods. The results of Castillos’ work are, there-
fore, not very different from those recently published by
Michael Atzler.

The main value of the work is that the data published by
Castillos will remain indispensable for Tuture attempts at
studving the dvnamics of bunal pracuces and social
structure in the Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt.

Poznan, February 1985 Lecn Krzyzaniax
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Cemetery B and the Great c-m-ttrI. it possessed the graves
of highest status during the periods in which the three
cemeteries coincided chronologically (Davie, 1983: 24).
Recent studies concerning tha wealth of ths Nagada .
cemeteries have been conducted by Castillos (1981, 1982,

1983) and Bard (1589%9)., Castillos (1982) compared the sizes
of graves and the numbers of grave goods among the Naqada
cemeteries, He found that Cemetery B had the smallest

graves and the Grsat Cemetery had the least numbsr of grave
goods, whereas Cemetery T had the largest graves and the
greatest proportions of funerary items. Castillos (1983)
alsc compared average grave goods among Predynastic and

Early Dynastic Egyptian sites. The average number of grave
goods per tomb ranged from 3.1 at Naga ed-Der (early
Predynastic) to 6.9 at Abydos (early Dynastic). The average
for the combined cemeteries at Nagada was a comparable 4.5
grave goods per tomb. The Cemetery T average, however, was
14.0 which was the highest figure that Castillos reported.
Bard’'s (1989) cluster analysis of grave good differentiation
at Nagada revealed similar findings, 8ince Cemetery T
conasistently had the graves of highest status, particularly |
in Hagldu I times, it thersfore must have been a burial
ground for the Predynastic elite from Nagada.
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Chaprer 3 Critical Approaches for the Application of Mortuary Data to the Rise of Complex Societies

A number of Predynastic and Early Dynastic Cemeteries in Egypt have been re-evaluated
by Castillos (1982; 1997; 1998a; 1998b; 1998c; 1998d; 2000; 2003), who advocates
consideration of both burial practice ‘as well as some of their sociological and
demographic implications’. In his research, Castillos (1982; 1998d, 27) undertakes
simple bivariate analysis, for which he considers a number of different variables,

depending upon the availability of data and the size of the sample: the size of the graves

(divided into groups dependent on length, width and depth, with different classifications

for each site), type of grave, wealth (classified in terms of arbitrary totals of overall

goods), relative date of the burial, presence/absence of coffins, orientation of the body,

number of individuals within a tomb, and the sex and age of the deceased, This method

of analysis has allowed Castillos (1982) to successfully detect temporal trends in burial

practice, revealing clear differences between the different phases of the Predynastic and
the Early Dynastic, including the variable treatment of males and females.




Social Inequality Highlighted At Hierakonpolis

During The Predynastic

Justin King
ANP 455: Archaeology of Ancient Egypt
December 13, 2016

Juan Jose Castillos wrote an article for the British Museum about
the development of social inequality in ancient Egypt. During the
Predynastic, social stratification came about because of so called
“agerandizers,” which are essentially people who gained power through
wealth or respect, and proceeded to procure more wealth and power for
their own personal gain. Castillos mentions that the only way these
aggrandizers got power. was from “a relaxation in the conditions that
rejected accumulation of resources by certain members of those early




cominunities™ (Castillos 2009, 74), or in other words, they took what
they wanted given the lack of rules/regulations that could’ve made such
selfich actions illegal. The aggrandizers would then use their
accumulated wealth to accomplish goals of political, social, and
economic aspects. Since those with power were not well distributed,
groups of people began to differ in their levels of success and new
political dimensions were established. Hence, we see the arrival of
complex chiefdoms in ancient Egypt. The change to complex chiefdoms
brought about the change to new social structures as well. The local
chiefs and their families would rule over their own and neighboring
communities. Many communities provided labor to the miling elite,
which showed a growing separation between classes. Castillos makes an
interesting point in his article about whether or not the chiefs who
gained power, did so for their own personal gain or unconciously for the
purpose of creating a more permanent society with more permanent
leaders. Apparently, more people believe the latter to be the case, but
Castillos finds it *very hard to accept such a view because the
aggrandizers had to overcome multiple sources of resistance to their
ambitions and had to use many different tactics to address the challenges
that stood in the way of achieving their goals. This makes it unlikely
that such a process was set in motion without deliberation towards
unplanned and unexpected results” (Castillos 2009, 74). He believes
that the increasing stratification between classes was brought about.
essentially on purpose, by the aggrandizers who gained power because
they would have had to overcome any type of protest or argument
brought up against them, in regards to their gain of power. Other
hypothieses suggest that inequality came about simply due to population
density. As the population increased, which was inevitable, more
differences arose between groups of pecple in regards to resource
distribution and wealth/power. Castillos also cannot bring himself o
believe this because resource distribution heavily depends on
geographical setting and the efficiency of how those resources are being




used. The final possible cause for increasing social inequality laid out
by Castillos is the aridity of Egypt, but he does not support this
hypothesis either. Essentially, the increasing aridity of the environment,
due to intensive agriculture and drought, led to greater competition for
resources, and social inequality. Castillos refutes this, however, stating,
“People are more resilient to adverse climatic change than some scholars
think. This is shown by the fluctuations in the Sahara between arid and
more humid phases in the Holocene, during which people found refuge
around the few remaining lakes and oases, where they survived”
(Castillos 2009, 75-76). His interpretation for when and why social
inequality came about revolve around the chiefs who essentially abused
their power. He says that many chiefs achieved their power by way of
persuasion and bribes and used their power to enforce new political
aspects that would eventually expand to further parts of Upper Egypt.
But how did chiefs turn into kings? When did the social stratification
really become noticeable? Basically. the chiefs had to prove that their
power was legitimate. so they created a sort of connection with their
people, to maintain the illusion that they were superior, rather than an
invisible entity who hides in their palace all the time. The majority
found their power to be legitimate and social stratification began. Once
the people found the chiefs power to be valid, even though it really
wasn’t, then they subjected themselves to being considered inferior to
the elite rulers. Castillos then provides a tentative outline for the
emergence of social inequality. In the Nagada I and II periods, as
chiefdoms arose. inequality was based on hereditary rule, but as the
Nagada ITI period came about, social inequality began to be more based
on how “divine” you were. The king would be considered a semi-divine
ruler and everyone else would be below him. Social Inequality itself
arose for some seemingly pointless reasons. People just chose to accept
that they were inferior to the elite rulers.
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Diachronic Patterns of Dental Hypoplasias and Vault Porosities
During the Predynastic in the Nagada Region, Upper Egypt
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ABSTRACT  The diachronic pattern of the frequencies of linear enamel hypoplasias and porotic
hyperostosis was studied in temporally separated samples of adult predynastic Egyptian remains
from the Nagada region, Upper Egypt. The samples covered a period of increasing population density
and social complexity as well as decreasing Nile flooding in Egypt. First and second molars were
evaluated for hypoplasias in material from the Nagada 1, 11, and III periods; sample sizes were 13, 30,
and 25, respectively, for the first molar, and 11, 28, and 24 for the second molar. Cranial vaults were
examined for porotic hyperostosis using several approaches; sample sizes were 26, 66, and 51 for
Naqada I, II and IIl, respectively. Linear regression showed a decreasing trend for several variables:
for the individual frequency of first molar hypoplasias (p = 0.025), the vault poresity score, which
indicates the severity of the lesions (p < 0.001), and the extent score, which indicates the number of
superior vault bones having porosities (p < 0.001). Logistic regression showed a temporal decline in
the percentage of cramia per sample having any vault porosities and only higher grade lesions (p <
0.012 and p < 0.003, respectively). Lesions of the second molar showed no directional trend. The
results contrast with the common observation that these skeletal markers usually increase
contexts of Increasing population density and social complexity. Am. J. Hum. Biol. 13:733-743,

2001. @ 2001 Wiley-Liss, Inc.

How health is defined influences interpre-
tation. The health of adults and children
could be worse in some sense even though
the population “health” in terms of sheer
growth is improved. Class, cultural, or oceu-
pational differences could also result in dif-
ferent frequencies of lesions from the same
population. Thus, there are many possible
“osteclogical paradoxes' which must be con-
sidered.

The samples used here are comparable,
being those of individuals who survived to
adulthood and who received a recoverable
burial. Intaet, large, demographieally
broader osteological samples of the Nagada
region for these periods do not exist. How-
ever, cireumstantial evidence exists that al-
lows for some confidence to be placed in the
ability to interpret the results presented
here. Castillos (1982) provides an extensive
review ol archeological reports from nearly
all qubhshed UE%:' Egyptian sites, meclud-
Ing Naqgada, of Badarian throu ar ¥-

nastiec graves/tombs. Shape, size, orienta-

pattern suggests that there was a slight
decrease or more likely no change in infant
and childhood mortality throughout the
predynastic. Although no formal statistieal
support is provided (e.g., contingeney table
analysis), the larpe sample sizes reported
and the simlarity to diachronie patterns m
are grounds for accepting the
basie vahdity of Castillos' (1982) assess-
ment, at least from the perspective of
exploratory data analysis (Tukey, 1957) .
Also, although the samples used here are
small in absolute terms, they represent a
respectable percentage of the population
likely to be resident in Nagada, estimated
to be perhaps 900 individuals (Hassan,
1993).

The issue of infant and childhood mor-
tality rates is of relevance to this study. If
infant and childhood mortality had in-
creased markedly over time, the results
obtained here would likely be an example
of the osteological paradox from the view of
whole population “health.” If lesion fre-
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luz de los mds claros simbolismos histéricos (y estatales) pero, sin embargo,
considerando un mismo horizonte cultural, podemos considerar que el surgi-
mienio de un Estado no solamente implica précticas y simbolos nuevos sino
también cierta continuidad. Como escribe Juan José Castillos. en Egipto “a lo
largo de los milenios de su pasado faradnico se verificé una y ofra vez que
los habitantes del pais procuraban reproducir en sus cementerios la situacion
social observable en el mundo de los vivientes, lo que hacia aceptable su ex-
tensiain hacia atrds en el tiempo, con lo que de hecho, probamos que muchas
de las practicas funerarias, concepciones refigiosas y organizacién social de
la época histérica se habian originado mucho antes de la Primera Dinas-
tia"2%, Ciertamente, al recurrir a evidencias de tiempos posteriores, s nece-
sario hacerlo con cierta cautela. Ahora bien, asi como los cuemos de toro en

los cementerios de la cultura Qadan encuentran un paralelo tardio en las tum-

2. Holtman, 1979, 91, 325,

25. Sobre Ia condicion del rey como guerrero. of, Bonhéme y Forgeau, 1988, 188-235,
6. Castllos, 1907,
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Introduction

Dans ses nombreux travaux (J.J.Castillos, A reappraisal of the published
evidence on Egyptian predynastic and early dynastic cemeteries, Toronto,
1982; Evidence for the appearance of social stratification in predynastic
Egypt., Proceedings of the Seventh International Congress of
Egyptologists, Leuven, 1998, 255-259; J.J.Castillos, Wealth evaluation of
predynastic tombs, GM 163, 1998, 27-33; J.J.Castillos, The predynastic
cemeteries at Nagqada, GM 196, 2003, 7-19; J. J. Castillos, Predynastic
cemeteries in the Abydos area, GM 200, 2004; J.J.Castillos, RdE 45, 1998,
Tables 1-4; J.J.Castillos, Inequality in Predynastic Egypt. CCdE 7-8,2005,
17-24; J.J.Castillos La estratificacion social en los origenes de Egipto.
CCdE 10, 2007, 17-28), Juan Jose Castillos insiste sur la possibilité
qu'offre une étude des cimetiéres et des tombes de mettre en évidence
une histoire de la stratification sociale de I'Egypte dés les ages
predynastiques. Il brosse une synthese de ses travaux dans deux articles
des Cahiers Caribéens et un troisiéme a paraitre dans les Gottinger
Miszellen. Nous reprenons ses conclusion de l'article paru dans les
CCdE 7-8 (2005).




“In recent years | have expanded this approach incorporating other such
measures of social inequality, choosing tomb size (considered as volume
whenever possible) and wealth (as | have defined it) as variables, and
applying this method to all adequately published (and some unpublished)
predynastic cemeteries in Upper and Lower Egypt, from the Early
Predynastic to the Early Dynastic. The results from both variables
showed a remarkable degree of agreement in most cases and enabled us
to recognize other cases of decline in the inequality, similar to that
observed at Armant, for example at Matmar, and also at Naqada,
specifically in cemetery B and even more markedly, in the elite cemetery
T. At Armant and Matmar (...), the most likely explanation appears to be
the increasing distance from these communities to the centres of political
power as time went by, but at Nagada the sharp decrease in inequality
between Nagada Il and Nagada lll is not present in the Main Cemetery but
rather at the elite cemetery T, indicating one of the probable resuits of the
absorption of Nagada by one of its more powerful neighbours, depriving
the local elite of access to many of the status-defining objects that
marked their previous position in the contemporary society and which
they reflected in the lavish endowment of their tombs”. J.J.Castillos met
en évidence la stratification sociale de I'Egypte prédynastique, et jusqu’a
son histoire (le déclin de Nagada, opposé a Abydos et Nekhen) par la
seule lecture de la distribution des tombes par taille. Les analyses des
inscriptions ruspestres prédynastiques du Gebel Tauti dues a Renée
Friedman et Stan Hendrickx abondent dans ce sens: «The lack of elite
tombs of the Naqgada Il period in the Hu region indicates that it had
ceased to be a distinct independant chiefdom by that time» et considérent




qgue Scorpion I, au Nagada IlIA a pu conquérir la région de Nagada.
(R.Friedman & S.Hendrickx, 2003, 95-109).

Ce qui nous parait intéressant dans les travaux de J.J.Castillos, ¢'est leur
coherence avec la distribution des donnees materielles dans les tombes
selon le statut social, comme le remarque R.Friedman pour
Hierakonpolis: «Dans la EZcropnle des notables (HKE), tout etait congu a
plus large echelle» que dans le «cimetiére des ouvriers» (R.Friedman,
2003,16). Toute une déictique royale est alors a I'ceuvre, qui va du
bestiaire royal inhumé dans les cimetiéres des élites, comme
I'éléphanteau de la tombe 24 du site HK6 au Nagada IlIA-B a Hiérakonpolis
(R.Friedman,2003,19) aux powerfacts caractéristiques des rituels
d'inhumation royale, comme le cuissot de boeuf de la tombe S d'Adaima,
qui préfigure le nps pharaonique, ou encore de ['expression du
leadership, comme |e harpon associé au défunt de la tombe S100
d’Adaima, au Nagada IIC (B.Midant-Reynes, 2003, 179) .

L'analyse qualitative nous conduit ainsi des powerfacts et théofacts, pour
la culture de Haute-Egypte des le milieu du millénaire nagadéen, a une
iconographie qui leur est associée, et de 1a, & une hiéroglyphie au sens
littéral du mot, qui continue les dispositifs purement artefactuels des
premiéres tombes.

Des powerfacts a I'iconographie funéraire royale

Si_les travaux conduits par J.J.Castillos mesurent I'inégalité sociale en
Egypte, sa dlmgrniﬂue et son processus, |'etude que nous conduisons a
propos de |'histoire des processus a I'ceuvre dans la déictique royale, qui
conduisent des powerfacts aux hiéroglyphes, s’attache a la qualifier.
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statuts différents liés a des trajectoires historiques différentes. En pays
d’'Ig, c’est la cité d’Ogun qui 'emporte sur ses voisines et associées et~ou
rivales. Dans la boucle theébaine du Nil en Haute-Egypte, J.J.Castillos
I’observe avec pertinence, le déclin de 1'inégalité de la taille des fombes
des cimetieres du coude oriental de la boucle, Nagada ete.., entre le
Nagada II et le Nagada III, correspond a la réduction ou a la disparition
des élites, a leur ntégration dans la mouvance palatiale des Faucons de
Nekhen et Scorpions d’Abydos dont les nécropoles connaissent une
croissance remarquable dans la méme période ', « One of the earliest




Fekn A. Hassan', Alejandro Jiménez Serrano® & Geoffrey J. Tassie®

The sequence and chronology of the Protodynastic and
Dynasty I rulers

Unification and King-Lists

Throughout the Predynastic period there was a large degree of regional-
1sm, with distinct cultures being identified in the different areas of Egvpt. such as
the Moenan in the Faivum, Maadian with various characteristics in the Delta,
and the Nagadian with dilfering characleristes in Upper Egypr (Hassan 1988: in
press: Holmes 1989: Kohler 1995 in press: Midant-Reynes 2000; van Wetering
& Tassie this volume). During this period, Upper, Middle and Lower Eevpt had
hierarchical societies characterised by social differentiation. consumption of
prestige goods. interregional trade and craft specialisation (Castillos 1982 1998,
1999: 2000; Hassan in press: Takamiya 2003). The rise of local elites is identi-
fied in the Nagada I phase by large well endowed graves at such Upper Egyptian
cemeteries as: Abadiva, Nagada, Abydos and Hierakonpolis and in Middle Egvpt
at Wadi Digla (Castillos 1982, 1998; Kohler in press). Early symbols of kingship
or religion. such as the red crown motif found on 4 Nagada ID-ITA pottery vessel
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The evidence from the excavation of hundreds of Predynastic graves
(Castillos 1982), especially from the cemeteries of southern Egypt, makes it
possible to describe, in broad terms, typical burials of the Predynastic
Period and its sub-divisions, although it should also be noted that, as later,
no two graves of the Predynastic are identical in their form or contents.
Typical burials of the Badarian (¢.4500-3800 sc) consist of oval pits contain-
ing contracted burials, lying on their left side, head to the south, facing west,
lying on a mat and wrapped/covered by a mat or gazelle skin. Grave goods

Ancienr Egyptian Tombs: The Culture of Life and Death Steven Snape
@ 2011 Steven Snape, ISBN: 978-1-405- 12089-0
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Durante el reciente analisis de los sarcofagos del Museo Nacional de Historia Natural, efectuado en
Francia, ocupando detalladas fotografias y abarcando especificaciones morfologicas, iconograficas, filologicas y
comparativas (Baqué 2007; Bazin 2007; Servajean com. pers. 2008}, se distinguieron algunos errores y omisiones
en las transliteraciones jeroglificas del informe de Mostny, como que uno de los individuos no tendria por nombre

Heri-wedjat, sino que Horoudja . corroborado en griego y en copto (Bazin 2007). Por el contrario,
sus adscripeiones cronologicas son mas cercanas en el caso de esta ltima, pero se aleja en el caso de Isis-weret,
que no perteneceria a fines del Imperio Nuevo (Mostny 1940; 99).

Mostny omite en su trabajo la mencién jeroglifica al dios Min (Castillos 2009) gue se encuentra en el
sarcofago de [sis-weret, y que corresponde a una antigua divinidad abstracta que constituia el principio masculino,
adorada hasta tiempos romanos (Petrie 1998: 72). Este antecedente reviste importancia, debido a que la probable
procedencia de Isis-weret sea Akhmim en el Alto Egipto (Bazin 2007: Castillos. 2009 cir.}, coincidente con otro
individuo femenino, de nombre Esoeris, gue proviene de la misma localidad, fechado por C{calibrado) en 410-
386 AC {Castillos 2005: 344-345, sobre ¢l trabajo no publicado de Bracco), que también fue comprado en las
postrimerias del siglo XIX ¢n Egipto, depositado hoy en ¢l Museo de Historia Natural de Montevideo, Uruguay.
Esoeris fue una taficdora de sistro en el templo del dios Min, en 1a ciudad de Akhmim, por ello no seria extrafio, si
se comprucha que tanio el sarcofago y la momia correspondan a Isis-weret, pueda ser considerada también como
un individuo gue se aboeo de alguna manera al culto de Min, en la cuidad sedialada.

(cuidad = ciudad)

CHAPTER 1

PREDYNASTIC BURIAL RITUALS

CITATIONS AND TRANSFORMATIONS

Alice Stevenson



OmENTING THE BODY

It is in the description of the orientation of bodies that archacologists
and Egyptologists have tended to take interprelive leaps to the meaning
of rituals. For example, Debono and Mortenson (1988, p. 46) olfered
four hypotheses on the orientation of the predynastic dead, all of which
appeal to “the idea behind the orientation,” including solar analogies,
the celestial Jand of the dead, the location where the soul must reside
before being reborn, and the home of the forefathers. Castillos (1998a,
pp. 257-258) has also emphasised religious beliefs as the guiding prin-
ciple for predynastic body positioning. He also outlined th?impqrmncc
of the course of the Nile to local communities, In this model the average
orienlation of the main axis of the tombs tends to agree with the angle
at which the river flowed in the area. Thus, the alternative orientation of
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Juan Castillos compiled a large amount of Early Dynastic Egyptian cemetery
data, totaling 6,916 Pre-Dynastic and Early Dynastic tombs (Castillos 1982: 173). In his
study he shows that 90% (1586/1733) of the Early Dynastic burials are of adult age,
compared with the 66% (477/723) in the Pre-Dynastic period, while sex ratio showed

517/991 for 52% males and 474/991 for 48% females in Early Dynastic cemeteries
(Castillos 1982: tables 5-6). Perhaps the life expectancy rate had risen in Dynastic

times, or perhaps children were simply buried less often during this period. Most
importantly, this demonstrates the need to focus only on burials from a specific time

period, since changing cultural practices and environmental conditions between penods
could skew the resuits. Thus, for Canaan, only burials from the Late Bronze Age will be

accounted for, although data from the Middle Bronze Age may be consulted due to the

close similarity in material culture and technology.

H1w (PREDYNASTIC)
(o pulY) i L) s dikaia

Thowmas Hikade

characteristic sickle sheen along their margins.
The cereals that were harvested consisted of
emmer wheat and badley; for the first time,
dueam wheat (Triesmr furgidems ssp. dursw)
could be identified from a Predynastic site in
Egrpt (Bard 1996: 146; Rosen 1995). Among
the other small finds coming from the 1991
excavations at site HG were beads of
carnelian and agate, a fragment of a thombeid
slate palette with a polishing stone, and pieces
of copper. No aschitectural remains were
discovered, but several hearths were
uncovered. An snalysis of the
assemblage comprising around 200 diagnostic
and approximately 76 kg of non-diagnostic
body sherds showed that the assemblage
could be dated to late Nagada I to mid
Nagada II (Swain 2003). The vessels were
cod-built;, and overwhelmingly the sherds
came from large storage vessels (Swamn 2003:
fig. 2). Open forms were represented by
bowls and dishes (Swain 2003 fig. 1). One
piece of white cross-lined ware was identified.

ceamuc

The Hmx region was s center for craft
production, trade, and exchange of
commoadities from Nubia and the Western
and Eastern Deserts, and had lnks to the
Lower Egyptian Buto/Maadi cultuge. Along
with This/Abydos, Nagada, Gebelein, and
Hierakonpols, it has been interpreted as =
major center with a powerful elite already in
the first half of the 48 millennmm, especially
expressed through the matenal wealth shown
1n Cemetery B (Wilkinson 2000: 378 - 379, fig.
1}. In this eady Predynastic phase, the graves
in the Hiw region show a higher inequality
compared to other sites in Upper Egypt
(Castillos 1998: 31, and table 3). Hand i0 hand
with a decline of the inequality of tomb
equipment dusing the later part of the 4
millennium BCE goes a decline in a2
wedlth of the tombs (Castillos 1997: 254, table
2k}, iﬂd.iczti.ng the diminished impostance of
the Hiw region during the later phase of state
formation i Egypt.
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Die auf diese Art gewonnenen Erkenntnisse waren sehr unterschiedlich. Juan Castillos (1982)
benutzte das Matenial zum Beispiel um anhand von Verdnderungen in der Bestattungsart und
der Entwicklung der Griber zu dem Eirgebms zu kommen, dal ab der nuttleren
pradynastischen Zeit sich egalitire Strukturen auflosten und emner voranschreitenden sozialen
Hierarchisierung Platz machten. Eine Fragestellung. die sich expliziter mit der
Staatsentstehun; beschiftigte, verfolgte dagegen Toby Wilkinson (1996). Er benutzte die
Daten von 7 Friedhofen aus unterschiedlichen Gebieten Agyptens, um anhand der
Verinderung dieser die sozio-Gkonmomischen, politischen wund demographischen
Veranderungen im frithen Agypten der Zeit der Staatsentstehung zu greifen, welches auch zur

Klarung dieses Vorgangs beitragen sollte. Stephen Savage (1997) wiederum verfolgte einen
Ansatz, der davon ausging, daB vor der Existenz des Staates, verwandtschaftlich organisierte
Gruppen die Hauptirdger der Gesellschaftsentwicklung waren und sich dieses an den

36 Zum Problem der Ubertragung von Aussagen ans Friedhéfen auf die zugrunde liegende Siedlungsbevilkerung
siche: Seidlmayer 2006: 310 ff. Zu Aussagemdglichkeiten von Friedhdfen mit einem Fokus auf das Delta, siehe:
Rowlands 2004.
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J.J. Castillos,

P.0. Box 7274 Statien "A",

Toronto M5W 1X9,

Ontario,

Canada. 15th February, 1979

Dear J.J.Castillos,

Thank you for your letter of 5th February and the enclosed copy of
your paper on the Nagada cemeteries.

I found it most Anteresting that you can process this type of analysis
from the records. It is particularly interesting when compared to the
sweeping statements made by Mrs. Baumgartel from her impressions of the
site, even though she spent some twenty years seeking out. the material,
as she cbviously did not apply statistical methods and in some cases wished
to prove a preconceived theory. This does not of course diminish the
valuable work she 4id in compiling the tomb register, although it would
have been more balanced had she felt able to incorporate Quibell's Ballas
cemetery.

There is only one small point I would like to raise about your analysis
and that is the gquestion of disturbed graves and conclusions about relative
wealth. Perhaps some statistics on these violated grave numbers, if they
are available, could be usefully incorporated although I realise that state-
ments about wealth are alsc related to tomb size and style which is, as you
state, an important consideration left out by other workers and brought
out admirably here. Would further analysis of the types of object remaining
balance the picture I wonder? But, of course, the most valuable objects
would have been robbed from the graves.

The paper will be a useful addition to the museum collection.

Barbara Adams (Mrs.)
Assistant to Curator



Egyptian Dept.

100 Queen's Park
Toronto, Ont. M5S 2C6
Sept. 20, 1981

ir. Juan-Jose Castillos
P.0, Box 7274

Station "A"™

Toronto ¥57 1X9

Lear VMr, Castillos:

I am a Ph.D, student in Eg{ptian archaeclogy at the University of
Toronto, and am doing my ssertation on "The Origin of the State

in Predynastic Egyut,"” I have been interested in your articles which
have appeared in the S.S.E.A. Journal, as I have been doing a com-
puter analysis of the graves at Armant, in terms of changing levels
of social hierarchies.

At the vresent, I am beginning to do an analysis of the Nagada ceme-
tery, where 1 excavated in 1978 with Dr. Fekri Hassan. I have pre-
pared a new map of the Nagada cemetery and will shortly begin to
code the information to feed into the computer.

What I am interested in, in terms of the work you have done, is:
do you have records of the dimensions of specific graves (length
and width) at Nazada and the sexing of the skeletal remains from
specific graves? If you do have this information, I would be very
grateful if you could share it with me,

I would certainly be happy to send you copiesgs of the analyeis I

have done on Armant, and would be glad to share any of my future re-
sulte from Nagada, The map I have drawn of the Nagada cemetery is
three times the size of that published in Petrie, and I would cer-
tainly be glad to let you use it if ever needed,

Sincerely,

A il sl

Kathryn Bard









